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Background documents – 

Some of these documents and multimedia units introduce or explain parts of the Teacher’s Guide. Others deal with applications of spatial thinking. All of them were designed for use in pre-service education courses, in-service professional-development workshops, or curriculum discussions.  
Book discussion guides – summaries/guides for discussing ideas in Teaching Geography. 
These ppt files are made of color jpg files that can be copied and put into your own presentations.
Book Figures – color jpg files of every Figure in Teaching Geography 
These are also designed to be copied and put into your own presentations as desired.

Book Figure-based mini-Activities – student activities based on the Figures in the book. 
                                      The Background Notes in this folder, copied from the Introduction in the book, 
                                         have important caveats about the design and use of these mini-Activities.
GeoHistoGram – a graphic organizer to help students put historical events into geographical context;
                                 the folder contains a clickable pdf file, explanatory presentation, and practice activities. 
GeoPhotography guide – guides for making GeoDiaries and other geographical photography projects,
                                                   and some sample photographic field trips, GeoDiaries, and photo collections
Model Curriculum – scaffold “fireworks” diagrams, clickable miniAtlases, explanatory presentations,
                                    and a few sample chapters and student activities for a “barebones” K-12 curriculum 
                                   that looks at 10 big geographic ideas and their consequences in different world regions      
Multimedia Presentations – that use spatial thinking to address issues in different parts of the world. 

       Windows users:  Doubleclick 2StartTG.exe to open the multimedia part of the site. 
       Mac users:  There is a folder of Mac starter files; they all work on some Apple computers.  

The main menu is an interactive world map. Moving your pointer over a continent will reveal a focus question for that continent. Clicking on a continent opens a menu of multimedia units that can be used in any sequence or combination to address various aspects of the focus question.  
        See list of topics on next page. The MP folder also has a Planning Guide in a subfolder.

Buttons on the bottom of the main menu lead to a separate set of menu pages. For example, the button labelled Spatial Thinking opens a menu that provides direct access to the multimedia units that are also designed to introduce or illustrate various modes of spatial thinking. 

Note:  Copying this whole folder your hard drive usually results in faster performance.
       Mac users:  Copy the folder to your hard drive and then unzip the appropriate hqx file 

Sample sets of student activities:

    Representing Our World – These lessons relate spatial thinking to language arts and math
                                                                 in kindergarten and primary school.
    Locating the Capital – Students use spatial thinking to explore the context of the capital-location
                                                         “Great Compromise” – a “turning point” controversy in U.S. history. 
    Two Koreas – These lessons show how spatial thinking can help students understand a world hot spot.
Xtra Clickable pdfs and ppts – a few sample presentations that relate to specific topics in the book;
                                                              other folders also have presentations directly related to their topic

Xtra poster and project ideas that use spatial thinking.  
Some of these were originally designed to guide the preparation of weekly poster presentations and term projects in a university class, but the basic idea of a project or presentation based on a specific aspect of spatial thinking could easily be adapted for middle-to-high-school classes in geography, history, earth science, and social studies. The folder also includes a multimedia presentation about the rare-earth element neodymium. This presentation shows how spatial thinking can provide insight into a resource issue – it can also serve as a model for an inquiry project (there are a dozen elements that have become equally critical for specific industrial products, from lithium batteries to LED displays.
Teaching Geography:   Multimedia Presentations

These units were prepared using Macromedia Director MX, ArgGIS 9.x, Adobe Illustrator, and Paint Shop Pro

with funding from the National Science Foundation and the FIPSE program of the U.S. Department of Education, 

as part of the ARGUS, ARGWorld, and Teacher’s Guide projects administered by the Association of American Geographers.

North America:

Continental Waterline

Harper’s Ferry

Erie Canal

Mormon Trek

NAFTA Highway   (Laredo)

Trade Flowlines

Land Division

Battle Creek

Geographic Regions: Voting

Pulaski Road    (Chicago)

Comparison of Map Patterns

South America:

Altitude Zones in the Andes

Inca Empire

EcoRegions

History in Cuzco

Choropleth Maps: Population in Bolivia

Urkupina Festival

Coffee Cooperatives in Chiapas

Jari (Rainforest Plantation in Brazil)

Europe:

Roman Empire

Locating a Fort

Borders in History

Pie Graphs: Ethnicity in the Balkans

Map on the Wall in Dubrovnik

Legacies of the Past

Changing Technology: Iron and Steel 

Migration to Germany

Two Turkish Students

GNP in Europe

Placenames in Switzerland

Africa:

Seasonal Precipitation

Isoline Maps

Bioregions in Africa, Senegal

Subsistence Farming in Uganda 
Marginal Grazing in Namibia

Land-use Decisions in West Africa

Malaria in Africa

Squatter Towns and Water Quality

Language Regions

Colonization and Decolonization in Africa

Additional Units on the Maps and Tools Menu:

Choosing Map Symbols

Climagraphs

Map Projections

Seasonal Photos
Scaled-symbol maps

Voting in the UN

Northern Eurasia:

Russian Empire

Command Economy

Land Value in Moscow 

Moscow: Onion-Ring Urban Form

Water Taps in Bulgaria

Southwest Asia:

Ancient Empires in Mesopotamia

Historic Spread of Islam

Water Budgets in Mesopotamia

Modern Migration to Israel/Saudi Arabia 

Spatial Patterns: Arab/Israeli Settlements

Two Turkish Students

South Asia:

Floods in Bangladesh

Making Bricks in Dhaka

Historic Empires in South Asia

New Technology in South Asia

Urban Gardens in Bangladesh

Trends in Food Production   
 (comparing China, India, and East Africa)

East Asia:

Historic Empires in China

Population Pyramids

Coastal City and Interior Village

Tea Farms   (Not All the Tea in China)

Vegetation Greenup in Tibet

Three Gorges Dam

Tokyo Mosaic Urban Form

Comparing North and South    (Vietnam)

Oceania:

Caves and Rice

Export Processing Zones in Indonesia

Immigration to Australia

Law of the Sea

Quality of Life

Additional Units on the Spatial Thinking Menus:

Comparing Places

Geographic Analogs

Spatial Auras

Spatial Hierarchies

Slope and Terrain (Transition)

Correlation Graphs (Association)

Geographic Diffusion

Most of the units listed on the menus

Spatial Thinking and Maps and Tools 

also appear on the regional menus.[image: image1][image: image2]
