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Preface

This book offers a comprehensive perspective on mixed methods 
research that emphasizes the central place of the research problem in 
mixed methods design and practice. The state of the field of mixed 
methods research is currently “methods-centric”; it focuses primarily 
on the construction of mixed methods designs, often to the detriment 
of how they interact with the research problem.

Lacking as well is an appreciation of the diversity of different 
methodological standpoints that currently employ a mixed methods 
approach or seek to do so. A plethora of mixed methods studies assume 
the standpoint of a positivist interpretation fueled by a growing move-
ment in the social sciences toward more “evidence-based” research 
practice. Qualitative approaches to mixed methods remain marginal-
ized in mainstream books and articles on the topic. If this point of view 
appears in a discussion of this method, it often takes on the standpoint 
of “second best.” This book seeks to upend this relationship and per-
haps turn it around in a variety of ways and to provide a reconceptual-
ization of the mixed methods process through the lens of a qualitative 
approach.

Understanding the role and importance of mixed methods in 
social science research is a journey perhaps best taken together. This 
book makes use of the terms “we” and “our” in reference to the explo-
ration that you, the reader, and I, the author, will conduct together 
throughout the course of this book. In doing so, we are consciously 
eliminating the traditional line that separates the authoritative voice 
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of the author from the valuable input and experiences of the reader. 
In remaining open-minded about the relationship between author and 
reader, we hope to bridge the distance often imposed unnecessarily 
between them.

Continuing on the theme of dialogue within this book, we dis-
cuss how researchers taking a qualitative approach can successfully 
use mixed methods without having one component always taking on 
the “primary” role. We also discuss those specific research problems 
that particularly lend themselves to a mixed methods design, the pro-
cess of generating a mixed methods question, and how to match a 
given research problem with a specific set of methods. I provide a set 
of reflexive strategies for finding your “research standpoint,” and, in 
doing so, I hope this connection will serve to keep your research proj-
ects grounded and focused.

Along the way, we work through a set of suggested guidelines for 
generating a mixed methods research problem, dealing with specific 
ethical issues that may arise in conducting mixed methods research, as 
well as tips and procedures for gathering data, analyzing, interpreting, 
and writing up a mixed methods project.

We look at a set of in-depth case studies of mixed methods prac-
tice across a variety of qualitative approaches, starting with an over-
all discussion of the qualitative approach to mixed methods, as well as 
three specific approaches, with one chapter on interpretative research, 
another on qualitative feminist approaches, and the last on qualitative 
postmodern perspectives. I then take you through an extended exam-
ple of the overall application of a qualitative mixed methods approach, 
breaking down the steps of putting together a mixed methods research 
design.

Along the way, I include “researcher standpoint” accounts from 
some leading scholars in the field of mixed methods research, asking 
them to personally and professionally reflect on their own experiences 
with mixed methods theory and practice. The work of some of these 
scholars and researchers is included among the in-depth case studies 
presented in this book.

Although the book centers on qualitative approaches to mixed 
methods research, it also provides space for dialogue among various 
researcher standpoints. I hope this book will be the beginning of a 
series of dialogues across methodological divides. The qualitative– 
quantitative methods divide is not the main issue confronting mixed 
methods research; rather, it is the absence of an awareness that all 
research comes from somewhere. In particular, this book is a call for 



Cop
yri

gh
t ©

 20
10

 The
 G

uil
for

d P
res

s

viii Preface 

researchers to grapple with and identify their particular standpoint on 
social reality and the construction of knowledge and to incorporate 
this awareness into their research practice at every stage, including, 
and most important, their choices about research methods and design. 
Some researchers may occupy multiple methodological standpoints, 
and these can shift and perhaps blend depending on, among other 
things, the particular research context, their methods training, and 
their acceptance of a diversity of theoretical perspectives. Research-
ers may find that they need to compromise or accommodate another’s 
point of view as a project proceeds. It is nonetheless important that 
we are clear on what set of research standpoints we engage with in a 
research project.

There is a growing movement toward interdisciplinary research, 
and in the coming decades, this form of research structure will require 
a team-based approach, most likely working with researchers who 
occupy multiple research standpoints. There are often pressures on 
this kind of multidisciplinary research team to communicate across 
their methodological divides. In order for interdisciplinary work to 
be truly interdisciplinary, we must develop an awareness that knowl-
edge building comes from a point of view, even if this may challenge 
more entrenched forms of knowledge building within a team. It may, 
in fact, come to pass that in the process of reaching over methodologi-
cal divides, a renewed appreciation of the viewpoint(s) of the “other” 
will emerge, even if methodologies remain separate and divided within 
a project. Not all research projects should or need to mix their meth-
odologies, but sometimes this process is important depending on the 
research goals of the project. In this case, methodological engagement 
can lead to a richer set of new questions ripe for mixed methods or 
emergent methods practice.

Let’s begin our journey together. . . .
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